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INTRODUCTION 


The  Wellcome  Institute  for  the  History  of  Medicine  exists  to  provide  library 
resources  and  research  and  teaching  facilities  for  all  persons  with  serious  interests  in 
the  history  of  medicine  and  allied  subjects.  It  is  supported  solely  by  the  Wellcome 
Trust,  the  charity  created  by  the  will  of  Sir  Henry  Solomon  Wellcome  (1853- 
1936),  founder  of  the  international  pharmaceutical  company,  the  Wellcome 
Foundation  Ltd.  Formerly  sole  shareholder,  the  Wellcome  Trust  has  since  1986 
decreased  its  shareholding  in  the  Wellcome  Foundation  Ltd  in  order  to  diversify  its 
investments. 

The  staff  of  the  Academic  Unit  of  the  Wellcome  Institute  provide  courses  for 
undergraduate  and  postgraduate  students  in  association  with  University  College 
London.  A  programme  of  symposia,  seminars  and  lectures  is  also  available  to  the 
general  public.  The  Library's  resources  are  rich  and  varied  and  yield  opportunities 
for  research  and  study  in  virtually  every  aspect  of  the  subject. 

The  Wellcome  Building  is  also  the  headquarters  of  the  Wellcome  Trust,  including 
its  grant-giving  functions  and  the  Wellcome  Centre  for  Medical  Science.  The 
Wellcome  Centre's  responsibilities  include  the  'Science  for  Life'  exhibition,  the 
Wellcome  Centre  Medical  Photographic  Library  and  an  Information  Centre  on 
biomedical  science  policy  and  modern  medical  science. 

Information  on  the  Wellcome  Trust's  programme  of  grants  for  research  in  the 
history  of  medicine  is  described  in  a  separate  publication. 

The  Wellcome  Institute  Library  is  open  from  9.45  a.m.  to  5.15  p.m.  on 
Monday,  Wednesday  and  Friday,  and  from  9.45  a.m.  to  7.15  p.m.  on  Tuesday 
and  Thursday.  It  is  closed  on  public  holidays  and  during  the  Christmas/New  Year 
period.  Disabled  readers  should  telephone  the  Library  for  directions  on  access. 

The  Wellcome  Institute  for  the  History  of  Medicine 
The  Wellcome  Building,  183  Euston  Road,  London  NW1  2BE 
Tel:  071  611  8888 
Library  enquiries:  071  611  8582 
Fax:  071  611  8545 


Main  picture:  The  reading  room  of  the  recently  refurbished  Wellcome  Institute  Library. 
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HISTORICAL  OUTLINE 


The  Wellcome  Institute  for  the  History  of  Medicine  represents  the  library  and 
research  functions  of  the  Wellcome  Historical  Medical  Museum  and  Library, 
created  by  Sir  Henry  S  Wellcome  during  the  last  40  years  of  his  life. 

Systematic  purchasing  for  the  Library  can  be  traced  back  to  the  end  of  1897. 
Museum  materials  began  to  be  acquired  in  1903.  The  Museum  was  first  placed  on 
public  display  in  1913  on  the  occasion  of  the  Seventeenth  International  Congress 
on  Medicine.  In  1932  it  was  transferred  from  its  original  cramped  premises  at  54 
Wigmore  Street  to  the  newly  erected  Wellcome  Research  Institution  (now  the 
Wellcome  Building)  in  Euston  Road.  In  the  new  building  the  Museum  had  ample 
space  for  expansion,  but  when  Wellcome  died  in  1936  it  was  still  closed  for  re- 
organisation. The  Library  was  never  opened  to  the  public  in  Wellcome's  lifetime; 
since  1928  it  had  been  housed  in  a  former  wireless  factory  in  Willesden,  where  the 
Museum  stores  were  also  concentrated,  and  Wellcome's  intention  seems  to  have 
been  that  it  should  ultimately  occupy  a  separate  building  in  Euston  Road. 

Wellcome's  collecting  had  been  on  a  grand  scale,  covering  the  whole  of  the 
history  of  mankind  with  medicine  as  the  central  core.  On  his  death,  it  was  decided 
that,  in  order  to  bring  the  vast  accumulation  down  to  manageable  size,  its  scope 
should  be  more  closely  restricted  to  the  history  of  medicine  and  science.  A  great 
deal  of  material  considered  irrelevant  was  therefore  dispersed  by  sale  or  gift  in 
1938  and  subsequent  years,  an  operation  substantially  completed  in  1983. 

After  the  war,  development  of  the  historical  collections  was  hampered  by 
financial  difficulties.  The  head  offices  of  the  pharmaceutical  company,  the 
Wellcome  Foundation  Ltd,  had  been  destroyed  in  the  bombing  of  London,  and  in 
1946  it  was  decided  that  the  Wellcome  Building  should  be  taken  over  for  this  pur- 
pose. The  Museum  was  dismantled  and  placed  in  store  except  for  a  nucleus  housed 
at  28  Portman  Square  from  1947  to  1954.  In  1954  the  Museum  returned  to  the 
Wellcome  Building  but  to  very  restricted  space.  The  Library  was  able  to  remain  in 
the  Wellcome  Building,  where  the  room  originally  designed  as  the  Museum's  Hall 
of  Statuary  had  been  allocated  to  it  in  1941.  It  was  officially  opened  to  the  public 
at  the  end  of  1949,  although  at  first  the  accommodation  left  much  to  be  desired. 

In  I960  the  anomalous  situation  whereby  the  Museum  and  Library  had  been 
the  property  of  the  Wellcome  Foundation  Ltd  was  rectified,  and  ownership  passed 
to  the  Wellcome  Trust.  For  a  time  the  Museum  and  Library  were  administered 
separately,  but  in  1964  they  were  reunited  and  in  1968  renamed  the  Wellcome 
Institute  for  the  History  of  Medicine.  The  Library  was  redesigned  and  modernised 
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in  1962,  and  the  Museum  between  1968  and  1970.  A  subsequent  reappraisal  of 
the  Wellcome  Institute's  functions  led  to  the  decision  that  the  Museum's  interests 
would  best  be  served  by  transfer  to  a  national  museum;  accordingly  in  1976 
arrangements  were  made  for  its  deposit  on  indefinite  loan  at  the  Science  Museum, 
South  Kensington.  The  transfer  was  completed  in  1982  and  two  permanent 
exhibition  galleries  are  now  open  there.  The  remainder  of  the  Wellcome  Institute 
continues  to  be  under  the  direct  control  of  the  Wellcome  Trust,  and  since  1976 
has  been  developed  as  an  academic  research  centre  closely  linked  with  University 
College  London  (see  page  37). 

The  Wellcome  Foundation  Ltd  vacated  the  Wellcome  Building  at  the  end  of 
1989  and  the  building  was  refurbished  for  its  new  role  as  the  headquarters  of  the 
Wellcome  Trust.  During  the  interim  period  the  Wellcome  Institute  Library  was  in 
temporary  accommodation  almost  opposite  the  Wellcome  Building  at  Bentley 
House,  200  Euston  Road,  formerly  the  head  office  and  warehouse  of  the 
Cambridge  University  Press.  The  Wellcome  Building  was  reoccupied  by  the 
Wellcome  Trust  and  the  Wellcome  Institute  during  the  autumn  of  1992. 
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THE  LIBRARY 


Above:  The  Poynter  Room  is  used  for  studying  rare  materials  from  the  collections. 


The  heart  of  the  Wellcome  Institute  is  its  Library,  which  is  divided  into  eight 
departmental  collections  and  includes  archives,  manuscripts  and  pictures  as  well  as 
printed  books.  The  nucleus  of  the  collection  consists  of  the  books  and  other  mater- 
ial collected  by  and  for  Sir  Henry  Wellcome  between  1897  and  1936,  as  refined  by 
the  subsequent  elimination  of  irrelevant  material.  One  of  Wellcome's  aims  was  to 
acquire  a  copy  of  every  significant  printed  text  in  the  history  of  Western  medical 
science.  Achievement  of  this  impossible  aim  was  at  least  closely  approached. 
Since  his  death,  the  Library  has  continued  to  grow  by  the  acquisition  of  both 
primary  and  secondary  sources,  so  that  today  it  is  the  largest  and  most  compre- 
hensive European  collection  in  the  history  of  medicine.  On  an  international  scale 
it  ranks  in  size  and  quality  among  the  finest  two  or  three  libraries  in  the  field.  It 
contains  some  500  000  printed  books  dating  from  the  fifteenth  to  the  twentieth 
centuries. 
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This  large  holding  comprises  much  more  than  medical  literature  in  the  narrow 
sense.  In  addition  to  extensive  holdings  of  material  on  clinical  medicine  and  thera- 
peutics, the  Library  possesses  large  collections  relating  to  the  history  of  the  biologi- 
cal sciences  in  general,  and  in  particular  to  physiology,  botany  and  chemistry  -  all 
subjects  whose  histories  are  closely  intertwined  with  that  of  the  healing  arts.  There 
are  important  holdings  relating  to  travel,  ethnography,  alchemy,  occultism,  tobacco, 
dentistry  and  veterinary  medicine,  and  there  is  a  wealth  of  material  on  various 
aspects  of  medical  care  such  as  hospitals,  case  histories  and  nursing.  Additionally, 
substantial  acquisitions  of  materials  from  other  institutions  have  been  made  in 
recent  years.  Outstanding  examples  are  some  45  per  cent  of  the  original  library  of 
the  Medical  Society  of  London  and  the  libraries  of  the  Royal  Society  of  Health 
(c.  30  000  volumes)  and  the  Eugenics  Society  (c.  6000  volumes). 

During  Wellcome's  life,  his  library  was  a  focus  of  envy  to  scholars  and  stu- 
dents who  were  denied  access  to  its  treasures.  Since  its  opening  to  the  public  in 
1949,  the  Library,  within  the  context  of  general  Wellcome  Institute  activity,  has 
developed  into  an  internationally  recognised  resource  for  the  study  of  medical  his- 
tory, thus  fulfilling  one  of  its  founder's  dreams. 

About  75  per  cent  of  the  printed  texts  of  all  dates,  and  a  growing  proportion 
of  the  Iconographic  Collections,  are  recorded  in  the  Library's  computerised 
database,  WILDCat  (Wellcome  Institute  Library  Database  and  Catalogue),  and 
can  be  searched  at  public  terminals.  WILDCat  runs  on  a  McDonnell  Douglas 
computer,  using  URICA,  an  integrated  library  system,  as  its  core  software. 

Published  catalogues  are  available  for  more  than  half  the  Early  Printed  Books 
Collection,  the  engraved  portraits,  and  most  of  the  manuscript  collections.  There  is 
also  a  card  catalogue  for  the  Early  Printed  Books  Collection  recording  acquisitions 
up  to  1988  and  not  yet  entirely  superseded  by  WILDCat.  A  substantial  part  of  the 
Iconographic  Collections  is  accessible  on  videodisc  (see  page  33). 

The  recent  refurbishment  of  the  Library  has  provided  two  new  reading  rooms: 
the  Poynter  Room  for  rare  materials  (named  after  Dr  F  N  L  Poynter,  formerly 
Librarian  and  Director)  and  the  modern  medicine  reading  room. 

The  Library  provides  the  normal  range  of  facilities  for  photocopying  and  for 
the  reading  of  microform.  A  photographic  service  for  the  Library  users  is  provided 
by  the  Wellcome  Centre  Medical  Photographic  Library,  a  separate  service  of  the 
Wellcome  Trust. 
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EARLY  PRINTED  BOOKS 

The  year  1850  has  long  been  established  as  a  convenient  terminal  date  to  define  the 
Library's  collection  of  early  printed  books,  most  of  which  were  acquired  in  Sir 
Henry  Wellcome's  lifetime.  Although  Wellcome  collected  from  a  wide  variety  of 
sources  for  some  40  years,  his  collection  derives  much  of  its  character  from  his 
acquisition  of  existing  large  collections.  His  first  major  purchase,  at  the  sale  of 
William  Morris's  library  in  1898,  laid  the  foundation  of  the  Wellcome  Institute's 
collection  of  incunabula  (books  printed  before  1501).  The  library  of  Dr  J  F  Payne, 
purchased  in  1911,  was  the  comprehensive  collection  of  a  medical  historian  with 
rich  holdings  of  incunabula,  early  English  books  and  plague  literature.  The  Kurt 
Wolff  sale  at  Frankfurt  am  Main  in  1 926  contributed  the  largest  single  accession  of 
incunabula,  equal  to  the  Morris  and  Payne  collections  combined.  Much  of  the 
Library's  strength  in  French,  Italian  and  Dutch  material  can  be  attributed  to  the 
collections  of  the  pharmacist  Louis  Debacq  (purchased  in  1919)  and  of  Dr  Luigi 
Zangrandi  (1928)  and  to  the  duplicates  discarded  by  the  Dutch  Royal  Library 
(1923).  Its  coverage  of  alchemy  and  early  chemistry  (both  present  in  the  Debacq 
collection)  was  enhanced  in  1930  by  books  from  the  collection  of  Dr  Ernst 
Darmstaedter.  The  medical  duplicates  acquired  from  Manchester  University  in 
1930  reflect  the  Manchester  obstetrical  tradition.  The  books  and  pamphlets  relat- 
ing to  Edward  Jenner  and  vaccination,  collected  by  Frederick  Mockler  and 
acquired  in  1918,  are  an  example  of  a  collection  devoted  to  a  single  individual. 

The  Library's  collection  of  over  600  incunabula  derives  to  a  large  extent  from 
the  Morris,  Payne  and  Wolff  collections.  It  is  one  of  the  few  parts  of  the  Library  not 
to  have  been  weeded  since  Wellcome's  death  and  thus  has  less  of  a  bias  towards  med- 
icine and  science  than  the  rest  of  the  collection.  There 
are,  for  example,  religious  and  legal  works  acquired  not 
for  their  content  but  as  examples  of  early  printing  and 
book  design.  Most  of  the  great  names  in  the  history  of 
medicine  from  antiquity,  the  European  Middle  Ages 
and  the  Renaissance  are,  however,  represented. 

Among  the  early  association  copies  are  three  vol- 
umes which  belonged  to  Hieronymus  Miinzer,  town 
physician  of  Nuremberg.  Another  has  the  signature  of 
Hartmann  Schedel,  Miinzer's  friend  and  colleague, 

Main  picture  and  right:  GEORG  BARTISCH  ' 0(/)6aXjLloSovX£ia,  das  ist, 
Augendienst,  Dresden,  1583- 
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Left  and  far  left: 
GEORGE 
KIRTLAND 
(engraver)  30 
plates  of small 
pox  and  cow  pox 
drawn  from 
nature  [by 
Captain  Charles 
Gold], 

London,  1802. 

compiler  of  the  celebrated  Nuremberg  Chronicle  (1493),  of  which  the  Library  has  a 
superb  copy,  from  William  Morris's  library.  There  are  also  two  books  from  the 
library  of  Thomas  Linacre. 

The  Library  is  particularly  rich  in  books  of  the  Continental  scientific  renaissance, 
and  it  has  a  fine  collection  of  early  printed  medical  books  in  English.  Books  from  the 
sixteenth  and  seventeenth  centuries  include  scholarly  editions  of  the  classical  and 
Arabic  medical  writers,  many  of  them  in  the  great  editions  of  the  scholar-printers  such 
as  Aldus  Manutius,  Froben,  the  Estiennes,  the  Giunti  and  Oporinus.  In  anatomy,  the 
works  of  Vesalius,  his  predecessors  and  successors  are  included.  Surgery  is  represented 
by  the  works  of  Hieronymus  Brunschwig,  Hans  Gersdorff,  Ambroise  Pare,  Johannes 
de  Vigo  and  others.  There  is  a  comprehensive  collection  of  the  writings  of  Paracelsus. 
The  Library  is  rich  in  books  on  materia  medica  and  pharmacology,  and  possesses  an 
extensive  range  of  early  herbals,  including  editions  of  Dioscorides,  Fuchs,  Lobel,  Bock, 
Dodoens,  Gerard  and  Parkinson.  William  Harvey's  De  motu  cordis  (1628)  is  present, 
and  the  Library  holds  the  foundation  works  of  modern  science  in  the  first  editions  of 
Bacon,  Galileo,  Kepler,  Descartes,  Hooke,  Newton  and  Boyle. 

From  the  eighteenth  and  nineteenth  centuries  come  the  classic  works  of 
Boerhaave,  Morgagni,  Heberden,  Haller,  William  and  John  Hunter,  Larrey,  Laennec 
and  Richard  Bright,  to  highlight  only  a  few  famous  names.  Unique  items  from  this 
period  are  Jesse  Foot's  grangerised  copy  of  his  The  life  of  John  Hunter  (London, 
1794),  Sir  Charles  Bell's  annotated  copy  of  his  Essays  on  the  anatomy  of  expression  in 
painting  (London,  1 806)  and  the  only  recorded  copy  of  Henry  Hill  Hickman's  A  letter 
on  suspended  animation  (Ironbridge,  1824).  Alongside  the  great  names  are  the  works 
of  their  forgotten  contemporaries,  tracts,  pamphlets  and  ephemeral  literature,  integral 
to  the  social  and  intellectual  context  of  medical  history. 
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An  outstanding  recent  accession  has  been  the  purchase  in  1984  of  about 
1 1  000  books  from  the  library  of  the  Medical  Society  of  London.  This  collection 
was  largely  built  up  in  the  late  eighteenth  and  early  nineteenth  centuries  and  its 
early  printed  books  have  greatly  strengthened  the  Library's  holdings.  Among  the 
rarities  are  The  vertuose  boke  of  distyllacyon  by  Hieronymus  Brunschwig  (London, 
'1427',  i.e.  1528?),  the  first  edition  of  Malpighi's  De pulmonibus  (Bologna,  1661), 
a  set  of  proofs  for  a  never-completed  edition  of  Michael  Servetus's  Christianismi 
restitutio  (London,  1723),  and  Baskerville's  prospectus  for  an  English  translation  of 
Lieutaud's  Synopsis  universae praxeos  medicae  (Birmingham,  1770). 
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Curative  Gymnastics  with  Zander's  Apparatus. 


MODERN  MEDICINE  COLLECTION 

Primary  medical  and  scientific  texts  published  after  1850  form  the  Modern 
Medicine  Collection.  A  wide  range  of  printed  material  in  many  Western  and 
Eastern  European  languages  is  represented.  Books  (about  70  000  titles)  range  from 
scientific  monographs  to  commercial  equipment  catalogues,  from  government 
reports  to  atlases  of  anatomical  and  pathological  illustrations. 

Serials  include  clinical  and  scientific  journals,  the  annual  reports  of  hospitals, 
government  departments  and  medical  research  organisations,  and  popular  news- 
letters. About  7000  titles  are  represented,  but  holdings  vary  in  completeness.  The 
Library  has  the  most  complete  collection  of  British  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
reports  in  the  country,  deriving  from  the  Department  of  Health  and  Social 
Security,  the  London  School  of  Hygiene  and  Tropical  Medicine,  the  British 
Medical  Association  and  the  British  Library,  and  an  important  collection  of  col- 
onial health  reports,  deriving  from  the  London  School  of  Hygiene  and  Tropical 
Medicine  and  the  Royal  Society  of  Health. 

Pamphlets  and  offprints  number  about  20  000,  doctoral  theses  30  000,  patent 
specifications  2000,  and  there  is  a  growing  but  unquantified  accumulation  of 
ephemeral  items,  such  as  pharmacy  labels,  handbills,  trade  cards,  advertising  book- 
lets, and  the  like. 

All  the  preclinical  sciences  and  medical  specialties  are  well  represented,  as  are 
related  subjects  such  as  eugenics,  sexology,  phrenology,  general  biology  and  veter- 
inary science.  Particular  strengths  include  public  health  and  sanitation,  deriving 
largely  from  the  acquisition  of  the  Royal  Society  of  Health  Library  in  1984,  and 


Main  picture:  F  E  BILZ, 
'Curative  Gymnastics  with  Zander's 
Apparatus'  from  The  natural  method 
of  healing,  Leipzig,  c.1898. 

Far  left:  F  E  BILZ,  front  cover  of  Das 
neue  Naturheilverfahren,  Vol.  II,  1902. 

Left:  M  PLATEN,  front  cover  of  Livre 
d'or  de  la  sante,  c.  1 900. 
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Above:  A  view  from  the  '  Official  descriptive  and  illustrated  catalogue  of  the  Great  Exhibition  \  1851. 


tropical  medicine,  which  was  an  important  element  in 
Sir  Henry  Wellcome's  own  collection  and  was 
enhanced  by  the  collecting  activities  of  the  Wellcome 
Tropical  Institute  between  1984  and  1988.  There  are 
smaller  but  interesting  collections  relating  to  smoking, 
alcoholism  and  drug  abuse,  deriving  partly  from  the 
Society  for  the  Study  of  Addiction,  and  another  con- 
cerned with  physical  therapies  and  orthopaedics,  based 
largely  on  books  and  offprints  amassed  by  the  Cyriax 
family.  In  1991,  the  Wellcome  Institute  acquired  the 
library  of  the  defunct  National  Institute  of  Industrial  Psychology  (NIIP).  Known  as 
the  'Myers  Collection'  after  the  NIIP's  co-founder  Sir  Charles  Myers,  it  includes 
works  on  public  health,  education  and  psychiatry,  as  well  as  industrial  psychology. 

A  small  selection  from  the  Modern  Medicine  Collection  is  on  open  access  on 
the  third  floor.  The  rest  is  held  in  closed  access  storage,  but  will  be  delivered  to  the 
Library  on  request. 


Above:  The  Modern  Medicine 
Reading  Room. 
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HISTORICAL  COLLECTION 


Above:  The  Wellcome  Institute  Library  viewed  near  the  main  staircase. 


The  Historical  Collection  consists  of  some  50  000  post- 1850  secondary  sources  on 
the  history  of  medicine  and  related  sciences.  Apart  from  the  standard  works,  sub- 
jects include  such  themes  as  population  studies,  social  history,  witchcraft,  biogra- 
phy, history  and  philosophy  as  well  as  an  extensive  general  bibliography  class  of 
background  reference  works  for  those  studying  early  printed  books  and  manu- 
scripts. 

Most  of  the  collection  is  on  open  access  in  the  main  reading  room  and  the 
biography  room.  Materials  from  a  parallel  secondary  sequence  of  duplicates  and 
older  books  are  available  on  call.  Students  undertaking  the  history  of  medicine 
course  have  use  of  a  small  loan  collection  of  multiple  copies  of  standard  works 
shelved  in  the  main  catalogue  hall. 

New  accessions  average  100  monographs  each  month,  and  over  400  current 
serials  are  received  in  a  wide  range  of  languages,  as  well  as  offprints  sent  to  the 
Library  by  their  authors. 
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WESTERN  MANUSCRIPTS 

The  majority  of  the  Wellcome  Institute's  Western  manuscripts  are  recorded  in  S  A  J 
Moorat's  Catalogue  of  western  manuscripts  on  medicine  and  science  in  the  Wellcome 
Library.  Published  in  three  volumes  between  1962  and  1973,  this  records  more  than 
5000  manuscripts  dating  from  the  eleventh  to  the  twentieth  centuries  and  written  in  a 
wide  variety  of  European  languages.  Among  the  medieval  treasures  of  the  collection 
are  an  early  manuscript  of  the  Articella  (a  standard  textbook  of  medieval  medical  edu- 
cation), written  in  Southern  Italy  in  the  twelfth  century;  a  thirteenth-century  manu- 
script of  the  Herbarium  of  Pseudo-Apuleius  and  the  De  medicina  ex  animalibus  of 
Sextus  Placitus  with  over  200  drawings  of  plants  and  animals;  and  a  magnificently 
illustrated  German  miscellany  of  the  fifteenth  century  containing  the  Apocalypse,  the 
Ars  moriendi,  and  a  remarkable  series  of  anatomical  and  medical  illustrations.  From 
the  modern  period  there  are  correspondence  and  papers  of  doctors  and  scientists, 
including  Edward  Jenner  and  Joseph  Lister,  records  of  medical  societies  such  as  the 
Royal  Jennerian  Society,  and  notes  taken  at  lectures  given  by  Europe's  celebrated 
medical  teachers,  among  them  Giovanni  Battista  da  Monte,  Herman  Boerhaave,  John 
and  William  Hunter,  William  Cullen,  and  the  Monros,  the  Scottish  dynasty  of 
anatomists.  Medical  research,  opinion  and  practice  are  reflected  in  a  range  of  diaries, 
letter  books,  account  books,  medical  treatises,  recipe  books,  case  books,  prescription 
books  and  laboratory  notes.  The  collection  extends  in  some  instances  beyond  the 
fields  of  science  and  medicine,  including,  for  instance,  1 5  volumes  of  Lord  Nelson's 
papers,  concerning  his  command  of  various  fleets  in  the  years  1780-1805. 

A  supplementary  catalogue  of  Western  manuscripts  is  in  preparation.  Among  the 
papers  which  it  will  record  are  correspondence  of 

Galileo  Galilei  and  of  Baron  Larrey,  surgeon-in-chief  of       ,   -L-  "f,  ? 

the  Napoleonic  army;  substantial  collections  of  letters  by  V,  :  ;  - 

Louis  Pasteur  and  Florence  Nightingale;  and  the  "xr r 

archives  of  Ticehurst  House  mental  hospital,  Sussex. 
More  detailed  lists  of  some  of  these  records  are  available. 

There  is  also  an  extensive  collection  of  autograph  :,;v:  l 

letters  by  T  H  Huxley,  Alexander  von  Humboldt,  Sir  ;  .  '7.'.^' 
James  Paget  and  numerous  other  doctors  and  scientists.   * "**"' 

Main  picture:  Wound  man  from  an  English  anatomy  [mid- 1  5th  century] 
WMS  290. 

Right:  Title  page  of  the  recipe  book  of  Philip  Stanhope  (1584-1656) 
1st  Earl  of  Chesterfield,  c.1635  WMS  761. 
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Above:  Photograph  of  the  operating 
theatre,  Metropolitan  Hospital, 
London,  1896  (Lyon  Falkener 
papers),  WMS  6808. 

Left:  A  patient  in  Holloway 
Sanatorium  Hospital  for  the  Insane, 
Virginia  Water,  Surrey,  f.1899, 
WMS  5157. 

There  is  a  brief  index  to  this  collection  at  the  end  of  the  last  volume  of  Moorat's 
Catalogue,  and  a  more  comprehensive  card  index  is  available  in  the  Library. 

The  Medical  Society  of  London  manuscript  collection,  acquired  in  1984,  con- 
tains 200  manuscripts.  Almost  all  are  recorded  in  Warren  R  Dawson's  Manuscripta 
medica:  a  descriptive  catalogue  of  the  manuscripts  in  the  Library  of  the  Medical  Society  of 
London  (London,  Bale  &  Danielsson,  1932). 

Further  papers  earlier  than  1900  continue  to  be  acquired  by  gift,  deposit  and 
purchase.  Twentieth-century  papers  are  collected  by  the  Wellcome  Institute's 
Contemporary  Medical  Archives  Centre.  The  Wellcome  Institute  is  pleased  to 
advise  owners  concerning  the  preservation  of  papers  of  medical  interest. 
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AMERICAN  COLLECTIONS 

The  collections  aim  to  cover  the  full  range  of  medical  practice  in  the  Americas  and 
the  Caribbean,  from  the  medicine  of  the  American  Indians  to  the  Europeanised 
medicine  of  the  colonial  and  immediate  post-colonial  periods. 

The  three  major  collections  on  which  the  collection  is  based  differ  widely.  Sir 
Henry  Wellcome's  collection  reflects  his  interest  in  plant  remedies  of  the  New 
World,  in  botanical  exploration,  and  in  the  ethnology  of  the  American  Indian. 
That  of  the  Mexican  obstetrician  and  polymath  Dr  Nicolas  Leon,  purchased  by 
Wellcome  in  1927,  is  remarkable  for  its  bibliographical  rarities.  Dr  Francisco 
Guerra's  collection,  acquired  by  the  Wellcome  Trustees  in  1962,  is  rich  in 
Mexicana,  in  primary  printed  materials  from  other  hispanic  colonies,  and  in  works 
on  materia  medica,  medical  periodicals  and  bibliographies,  most  of  which  relate  to 
Latin  America  and  the  Caribbean. 

North  America 

The  material,  much  of  it  acquired  since  1962,  contains  some  550  printed  items  pub- 
lished in  the  area  of  the  original  13  British  colonies  between  1720  and  1820,  repre- 
senting a  unique  resource  for  primary  study  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic.  The  collection 
is  strong  in  medical  botany,  nineteenth-  and  twentieth-century  material  on  travel  in 
the  USA,  ethnographical  works  on  the  American  Indian  and  his  medicine,  and  col- 
onial and  post-colonial  almanacs. 

Latin  America  and  the  Caribbean 

Latin  America  and  the  Caribbean  figure  largely  in  the  collection.  The  collection  of 
Mexican  medical  imprints  from  1557  to  1833  is  the  most  complete  in  existence. 
Other  former  colonies  whose  representation  is  reasonably  complete  are  Peru  and 
Guatemala.  Useful  material  is  held  for  Argentina,  Brazil,  Cuba,  Haiti  (primarily  in 
photocopy)  and  Jamaica.  Smaller  collections  exist  for  colonies  which  possessed 
printing  presses  before  the  end  of  colonial  rule,  i.e.  Colombia,  Venezuela, 
Guadeloupe  and  Martinique. 

European  imprints 

European  imprints  from  the  sixteenth  century  onwards  relating  to  the  Americas 
range  from  imperial  law  to  colonial  exploration  and  local  plant  remedies.  Special 
groups  of  material  include:  a  valuable  series  of  Gutas  de  forasteros  for  many  of  the 
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Main  picture:  H 
RUIZ  &  J 
PA  VON,  Flora 
Peruviana,  et 
Chilensis, 
3  vols,  Madrid, 
1798-1803.  One 
of  the  species  of 
Datura,  all  of 
which  possess 
narcotic 
properties. 

Left:  A  von 
HUMBOLDT, 
Atlas... de  la 
N  Espagne,  The 
Valley  of  Mexico, 
Paris,  1811. 


hispanic  colonies;  an  unusual  collection  of  invocations  to  the  saints  for  relief  from 
disease;  a  collection  on  materia  medica;  rare  official  and  medical  periodicals; 
national  and  subject  bibliographies. 


Manuscripts 

The  1 50  manuscripts,  primarily  of  Latin  American  origin,  and  many  of  them  of 
considerable  research  interest,  complete  the  collection. 

An  annotated  catalogue  of  the  Latin  American  and  Caribbean  collection  and 
of  all  the  manuscripts  was  published  in  1983  and  a  short  descriptive  booklet  is  also 
available. 
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ORIENTAL  MANUSCRIPTS  AND  PRINTED  BOOKS 

The  Wellcome  Institute  contains  one  of  the  major  collections  of  oriental  materials 
in  the  UK,  comprising  over  1 1  000  manuscripts  and  some  3000  books  printed  in 
oriental  types.  In  all,  43  different  languages  are  represented,  stretching  from  North 
Africa  to  the  Far  East.  The  variety  of  material  used  includes  bone,  ivory,  metal, 
palm  leaves  and  silk,  as  well  as  paper  and  vellum.  Almost  every  sphere  of  human 
endeavour  impinging  on  the  medical  history  of  the  East  is  found  in  the  collection 
and  can  be  studied  in  original  sources. 

Islamic  Near  East 

Arabic  and  Persian  comprise  the  two  main  language  collections  in  this  section.  The 
Arabic  collection  consists  of  several  hundred  manuscripts,  including  the  Haddad 
collection  of  medical  manuscripts  purchased  in  1985.  A  catalogue  of  the  most 
important  medical  manuscripts  was  published  in  1967.  In  1986  the  catalogue  of 
Persian  manuscripts  was  published,  in  which  617  items  were  described.  Besides 
medicine  and  science,  this  collection  contains  important  Sufi  texts  and  an  out- 
standing example  of  Timurid  art  in  the  manuscript  Kitdb-i  vilddat  Iskandar  dated 
AD  1411.  The  Library  holds  23  Turkish  manuscripts  and  a  fine  collection  of 
Islamic  calligraphy  representative  of  most  forms,  including  Kufi,  the  earliest  style. 
Printed  material  includes  some  300  Arabic,  100  Persian  and  70  Turkish  books. 

Non-Islamic  Near  East 

This  collection  includes  among  its  five  Demotic  and 
Hieratic  papyri  a  fragment  of  a  late  Ramesaid  letter 
dating  from  the  eleventh  century  BC.  This  is  the  most 
ancient  document  in  the  Library.  A  number  of  other 
languages  of  the  area  are  represented  by  small  collec- 
tions -  24  Ethiopian  manuscripts,  a  fine  collection 
of  16  Armenian  manuscripts,  four  Coptic,  three 
Karshuni,  one  Georgian  and  some  ancient  Syriac  man- 
uscript fragments.  Hebrew,  the  largest  collection  of 
this  section,  comprises  94  manuscripts  and  some  140 

Main  picture  and  right:  The  Last  Supper  from  Xorhrdatetr  (Missal  or  The 
Divine  Liturgy),  Missal  copied  by  Elia  Marsvanc'i  at  the  church  of  Saint 
Barsam  in  Ewdokia,  1714.  Armenian  MS  1 1. 
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printed  books,  including  a  large  fragment  of  the  exceedingly  rare  1505 
Constantinople  Pentateuch,  the  second  book  to  be  printed  in  Turkey.  Other 
Hebraica  include  40  Yiddish  imprints,  besides  small  collections  of  Armenian, 
Ethiopian,  Hebrew  and  Syriac  printed  books.  Published  catalogues  of  the 
Armenian,  Ethiopian,  Hebrew  and  Syriac  manuscripts  are  available  for  consulta- 
tion, and  a  catalogue  of  Hebrew  printed  books  is  awaiting  publication. 


South  Asia 

This  is  a  major  collection,  not  only  in  terms  of  the  Wellcome  Oriental  Collections 
but  among  South  Asian  collections  in  the  West.  This  is  largely  due  to  Dr  Paira 
Mall  who  collected  extensively  in  South  Asia  from  1911  to  1921.  The  collection  of 
Sanskrit  and  Prakrit  manuscripts  numbers  about  6000.  The  cataloguing  of  this 
very  large  collection  has  been  in  progress  for  many  years,  the  first  volume  of  a  pro- 
jected six  volumes  having  been  published  in  1985;  a  second  volume  awaits  publica- 
tion. The  collection  is  especially  rich  in  medical,  astral-mathematical  and  religious 
literature.  One  of  its  many  treasures  is  an  early  palm  leaf  manuscript  dating  from 
the  eleventh  century  which  contains  the  Buddhist  Astasdhasrikdprajndpdramitdsutra 
with  18  paintings  of  the  Buddha  and  Bodhisattvas.  Work  is  also  in  progress  on 
the  Hindi  collection  of  manuscripts  which,  with  almost  600  items,  is  pre-eminent 
in  Indian  medical  literature  and  also  contains  many  important  Jain  texts. 
Other  important  collections  in  this  section  include  almost  400  Sinhalese  palm  leaf 
manuscripts,  151  Tibetan  xylographs  and  manuscripts  and  54  Tamil  palm  leaf 
manuscripts.  Most  of  the  vernaculars  of  the  subcontinent  are  represented  in  manu- 
script or  printed  form.  The  larger  collections  of  printed  material  include  over  1000 
Sanskrit  books,  about  200  Urdu  books,  100  Hindi  books,  52  Tibetan  and  30 

Tamil  printed  books. 


Right: 

Devimdhdtmya, 
c.  18th  century, 
the  goddess 
Laksmi  feeds  her 
consort  Visnu 
the  food  of 
immortality. 
Sansk  MS  a  277 
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Apart  from  the  first  vol- 
ume of  the  catalogue 
of  Sanskrit  and  Prakrit 
manuscripts,  published 
catalogues  may  also  be 
consulted  for  Kashmiri, 
Punjabi,  Tamil,  Tibetan 
and  Urdu  material. 
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South-East  Asia 

Some  160  Burmese  manuscripts  comprise  the  largest  collection  in  this  section.  Many 
show  the  oriental  manuscript  at  its  most  brilliant,  written  in  lacquer  on  gilded  metal 
or  on  palm  leaves.  A  late  eighteenth-century  parabaik  shows  the  life  of  Buddha  in 
finely  executed  panoramic  illustration  with  commentary.  The  24  Thai  manuscripts 
are  transcribed  on  folding  books  or  on  palm  leaves,  some  in  the  Khmer  script.  A 
number  are  devoted  to  medical  topics  but,  as  with  the  Burmese  material,  many  are 
in  Pali.  The  Hervey  Malay  collection  is  largely  devoted  to  Malay  terminology  for 
plants  and  animals,  although  several  other  topics  are  also  represented  in  the  manu- 
script items.  The  collection  of  16  Batak  manuscripts  written  on  tree  bark,  bamboo 
or  bone  is  one  of  the  largest  collections  of  its  kind  in  the  UK.  Smaller  collections 
include  1 1  Javanese  palm-leaf  manuscripts,  five  Shan  manuscripts  and  one  Tarn 
manuscript.  Published  catalogues  are  available  for  consultation  for  the  Batak, 
Javanese,  Malay  and  Thai  manuscript  collections. 


Far  East 

The  catalogue  of  Chinese  books  and  manuscripts  is  at  present  in  press.  This 
collection  comprises  184  block-printed  books  and  manuscripts  and  is  strong  in 
both  traditional  medical  texts  and  in  early  translations  of  Western  medical  texts. 
There  are  many  interesting  and  rare  items  including  Ling-tai  i-hsieng  t'u,  illustra- 
tions of  astronomical  instruments  drawn  up  by  the  Belgian  Jesuit,  Ferdinand 
Verbiest,  and  published  in  Peking  in  1694.  The  preface  includes  Father 
Verbiest's  signature.  The  Library  holds  some  60  Japanese  block-printed 
books  and  manuscripts.  Among  the  smaller  collections,  the  Manchu  is 
the  most  important.  As  well  as  three  patents  of  nobility  it  contains 
one  section  of  the  Kanjur  in  Manchu  translation,  block-printed 
in  red  ink  on  45 1  folios.  This  item  is  unique  in  the  West.  Lolo 
and  Mongolian  are  represented  by  a  manuscript  each.  Many 
classical  texts  relating  to  Chinese  medicine  have  been 
published  in  recent  years  and  form  the  basis  of  the  300 
modern  books  printed  in  Chinese.  The  collection  also 
holds  about  60  Japanese  printed  books  and  small 
collections  of  Kalmuck  and  Korean  printed  material. 

Right:  Coloured  painting  on  a  tree  leaf  showing  a  lady  holding  a  scroll,  Chinese 
Collection  186. 
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ICONOGRAPHIC  COLLECTIONS 

History's  written  record  is  partial  at  best.  Therefore  the  Wellcome  Institute  is  for- 
tunate to  be  able  to  draw  on  the  pictorial  resources  which  Sir  Henry  Wellcome,  his 
agents  and  his  successors  collected  for  the  benefit  of  students  of  medical  history 
and  germane  subjects.  These  resources  are  the  Library's  collections  of  prints,  draw- 
ings, photographs,  paintings  and  miscellaneous  media.  Together  with  the  Library's 
illustrated  books,  they  form  part  of  the  iconography  of  medical  history,  and  are 
grouped  together  under  the  name  Iconographic  Collections. 

The  Iconographic  Collections  cover  the  whole  range  of  aspects  from  which  the 
biomedical  existence  of  humans,  the  other  animals  and  plants  are  considered  by  hist- 
orians. They  include  the  varying  social  contexts  and  physical  environments  (from 
Alaska  to  New  Zealand)  in  which  life  is  lived,  differing  from  century  to  century. 
Subjects  represented  in  the  Iconographic  Collections  include  the  practice  of  medicine, 
in  the  clinic,  the  hospital,  or  at  the  patient's  bedside;  medical  specialties  such  as 
surgery,  midwifery  and  dentistry;  the  practice  of  such  ancillary  arts  as  alchemy  and 
chemistry,  anatomy,  microbiology,  phrenology,  etc.;  medical  competitors  and  collabo- 
rators such  as  public  health  officials,  missionaries  and  nurses;  expressions  of  the  lay- 
man's interest,  in  the  form  of  satires  and  caricatures,  ex-voto  paintings,  'works  of 
mercy',  icons;  works  issued  by  or  for  doctors,  such  as  portraits,  allegories,  and  scientific 
illustrations  of  anatomy,  botany,  dermatology,  etc.;  epidemics,  prisons,  philanthropy, 
politics  and  other  spheres  of  action  in  which  medicine  is  involved.  The  Iconographic 
Collections  include  works  of  both  fine  art  and  ephemeral  or  popular  art. 

Paintings 

Paintings  include  portraits  of  Jenner,  Lister,  Liebig, 
and  others  more  obscure;  Spanish  panel  paintings 
including  Alonso  de  Sedano's  Miracle  of  SS  Cosmas 
and  Damian  (Burgos,  r.  1495);  St  Elizabeth  visiting  a 
hospital  by  Adam  Elsheimer  (Frankfurt  am  Main, 
1598);  Dutch  'genre'  paintings;  English  naive  paint- 
ings; and  over  50  Tibetan  paintings  of  Buddhist 
iconography. 

Main  picture:  REGINALD  BRILL,  A  surgical  operation,  1934-1935.  Oil  on 
canvas  205  x  160  cm. 

Right:  A  mother  breast-feeding  a  child.  Watercolour  by  a  painter  of  the 
Kalighat  school,  near  Calcutta,  Bengal.  Watercolour  46  x  28  cm. 
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Above:  A  Dutch  birth  chamber  (kraamkamer)  with  a  maid  serving  sweetmeats.  Unidentified  artist,  mid-17th  century, 
painting  in  a  similar  style  to  that  of  Gesina  ter  Borch  (1633-1690).  Gouache  on  vellum,  1 1.8  x  15.4  cm. 

Drawings  and  Prints 

The  large  collection  of  prints  includes  excellent  collections  of  English  and  French  cari- 
catures; Japanese  woodcuts;  Indian  watercolours  and  chromolithographs;  about 
15  000  portraits  (for  details  of  the  portrait  catalogue  see  page  40);  hospital  views;  ani- 
mals and  plants;  sacred  subjects;  exploration  and  travel;  allegories  of  mortality;  and 
many  other  items.  The  drawings  range  from  an  anatomical  study  in  red  chalk  by 
Michelangelo  to  allegories  of  DNA  research  dating  from  1990. 

Photographs 

The  photographs  include  Roentgen's  first  nine  radiographs,  which  were  made  in 
December  1895;  records  of  epidemics  of  smallpox  (Gloucester  1896,  Palestine  1922), 
plague  (Bombay  1896),  etc.;  clinical  photographs  from  the  1860s;  records  of  cities 
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Above:  Pavlov's  dogs  with  their  handlers  at  the  Physiological  Laboratory,  Institute  of  Experimental  Medicine, 
St  Petersburg,  where  Ivan  Pavlov  researched  the  physiology  of  digestion,  <r.l904.  Silver  gelatin  print  17.5  x  22.5  cm. 

and  countries  such  as  the  photographs  taken  in  China  in  the  1860s  by  John 
Thomson;  albums  of  hospital  photographs;  and  collections  of  moving-image  films, 
both  cinematic  and  videotape. 

Items  in  the  Iconographic  Collections  can  be  viewed  in  the  Poynter  Room  in  the 
Wellcome  Building.  Works  are  widely  published  and  lent  for  exhibition,  and  new 
items  are  being  acquired  by  gift  and  purchase.  The  staff  are  gradually  producing  a  cat- 
alogue of  the  Iconographic  Collections,  within  the  WILDCat  system.  Reproductions 
of  some  56  000  items  from  the  Iconographic  Collections  may  be  seen  on  the 
Iconographic  Collections  Videodisc.  A  reference  file  containing  a  guide  to  the 
videodisc  is  available  for  purchase  (see  page  40).  The  staff  can  provide  expert  guidance 
to  those  seeking  pictures  not  included  in  either  the  catalogue  or  the  reference  file. 
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CONTEMPORARY  MEDICAL  ARCHIVES  CENTRE 


II 


The  Contemporary  Medical  Archives  Centre  (CMAC)  was  established  in  1979  as 
a  permanent  unit  within  the  Library.  It  aims  to  encourage  and  help  with  the 
preservation  of  twentieth-century  records,  documents  and  archive  collections  relat- 
ing to  medical  care  and  research  in  the  UK.  The  CMAC  houses  many  collections 
itself  and  is  also  happy  to  advise  owners.  In  some  cases,  owners  retain  their  records, 
and  advice  is  given  by  the  CMAC  on  their  safe  keeping  and  arrangement.  At  other 
times,  collections  may  be  transferred  to  a  suitable  repository  where  they  are  housed 
and  made  available  for  research. 


34 


The  CMAC  is  also  concerned  to  locate  and  record  material  of  potential  rel- 
evance to  institutions,  societies  and  hospitals.  A  Hospital  Records  Project  was  estab- 
lished with  assistance  from  the  King's  Fund  Centre  and  is  maintained  jointly  with 
the  Public  Record  Office.  This  is  assembling  information  about  UK  hospitals  and 
their  records  on  a  computerised  database  and  comprises  the  most  comprehensive  reg- 
ister of  these  records  in  the  country.  Some  1600  entries  are  now  recorded,  mainly 
covering  records  deposited  in  County  Record  Offices  throughout  the  UK. 

Accessions  are  received  in  the  CMAC  either  by  gift  or  deposit.  There  are  over 
300  collections  of  personal  papers  and  records  of  associations,  societies  and  profes- 
sional bodies.  Personal  papers  include  those  of  Sir  Ernst  Chain,  Melanie  Klein,  Sir 
Thomas  Lewis,  Sir  Peter  Medawar,  Lord  Moran,  Sir  Edward  Sharpey-Schafer  and 
Dr  Marie  Stopes.  There  are  also  the  records  of  the  Abortion  Law  Reform 
Association,  the  Association  of  County  Medical  Officers  of  Health,  the  British 
Pharmacological  Society,  the  Eugenics  Society,  the  Family  Planning  Association, 
the  Lister  Institute,  the  National  Birthday  Trust  Fund,  the  Physiological  Society 
and  the  Strangeways  Laboratory  among  others. 

In  1989  the  CMAC  received  several  significant  tropical  medicine  collections 
from  the  Wellcome  Tropical  Institute.  In  addition  it  now  houses  the  'muniment 
collection'  of  the  Royal  Army  Medical  Corps,  a  large  and  important  collection 
comprising  papers  donated  by  numerous  individuals  who  served  in  the  Army 
Medical  Services,  mainly  dating  from  the  Crimean  War  onwards. 

There  are  detailed  lists  of  the  majority  of  the  col- 
lections: intending  readers  should  ini- 
tially consult  the  Guide  to  the 
Contemporary  Medical  Archives 
Centre.  A  prior  appointment  with 
the  Archivist  is  strongly  advised, 
and  is  essential  for  the  first  visit  since 
collections  may  not  be  available  for 
consultation  and  the  permission  of 
the  donor/ depositor  may  be  required. 
Readers  will  be  required  to  sign  an 
undertaking. 
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CONSERVATION  DEPARTMENT 


Above:  Conservation  work  on  the  Wellcome  Institute  Collections  is  continuous. 


The  department  has  been  established  for  more  than  25  years  in  order  to  monitor  the 
preservation  of  the  Wellcome  Institute  collections  and  to  conserve  them.  Facilities 
include  a  modern  workshop,  three  skilled  conservators  and  a  research  library. 

The  collections  are  highly  diverse,  and  the  range  of  materials  includes 
papers  from  many  cultures,  as  well  as  vellum,  parchment,  papyrus,  palm  leaf, 
birch  bark,  leather  and  textiles.  Conservation  procedures  thus  require  research 
into  materials,  technical  and  craft  skills,  and  chemical  knowledge.  Historical  and 
bibliographical  knowledge  is  also  essential  in  order  to  maintain  the  integrity  of 
the  original  formats. 

Close  links  are  maintained  with  other  institutions  and  professional  bodies  to 
take  advantage  of  the  latest  methods  in  an  increasingly  demanding  and  complex 
field. 

The  Exhibitions  Officer  is  a  member  of  this  department,  since  conservation  is 
a  vital  consideration  in  the  selection,  display  and  environmental  control  of  materials 
on  exhibition. 
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THE  ACADEMIC  UNIT 


The  Wellcome  Institute  has  always  been  fortunate  to  have  on  its  staff  distinguished 
scholars.  It  offered  a  haven  to  Professor  Max  Neuburger  from  1939  to  1948.  Dr 
F  N  L  Poynter,  Librarian  from  1954  to  1964  and  Director  from  1964  to  1973,  was 
an  important  figure  in  international  medical-historical  circles.  His  successor  as 
Director,  Dr  Edwin  Clarke,  was  particularly  concerned  to  establish  closer  formal 
links  with  the  academic  community.  Accordingly,  a  Scheme  of  Association  was 
established  in  1976  between  the  Wellcome  Institute  and  University  College 
London,  whereby  academic  staff  would  become  attached  to  the  Wellcome  Institute, 
and  members  of  the  Academic  Unit  at  the  Wellcome  Institute  would  be  recognised 
as  teachers  within  University  College.  In  practice,  the  two  Units  function  as  an 
integral  whole  and  are  responsible  for  a  broadly  based  academic  programme, 
including  undergraduate,  postgraduate  and  postdoctoral  instruction,  and  a  series  of 
symposia,  classes  and  lectures  open  to  members  of  the  medical  profession  and  the 
academic  community.  Equally  important,  members  of  the  Unit  exploit  the 
Wellcome  Institute  Library  and  its  special  collections  in  their  own  researches  and 
cooperate  with  the  Exhibitions  Officer  in  the  planning  of  historical  exhibitions. 

The  heart  of  the  undergraduate  teaching  programme  is  the  intercalated  BSc 
degree  in  the  history  of  medicine  available  to  medical  students  from  any  medical 
school  in  the  UK  who  have  completed  the  preclinical  portion  of  their  studies.  The 
full-time  one-year  course  consists  of  eight  separate  papers  in  the  history  of  medicine: 
these  individual  papers  are  also  available  as  electives  to  intercalated  medical  students 
at  University  College  and  other  University  of  London  medical  schools,  and  to  sci- 
ence students  at  University  College.  Their  contents  range  from  classical  antiquity  to 
the  twentieth  century.  Each  year  between  30  and  40  students  choose  to  read  for  the 
intercalated  BSc  degree.  Intercollegiate  history  options  in  the  history  of  medicine 
and  biology  are  also  taught  by  members  of  the  Unit:  these  are  available  to  history 
undergraduates  from  any  college  in  the  University  of  London.  In  addition,  the 
Academic  Unit  is  a  constituent  part  of  the  London  Centre  for  the  History  of 
Science,  Medicine  and  Technology,  along  with  the  Department  of  the  History  and 
Philosophy  of  Science  at  University  College,  and  historians  of  science  from  the 
Department  of  Science  and  Technology  Studies  at  Imperial  College  London  and 
the  Research  and  Information  Services  Department  of  the  Science  Museum.  The 
London  Centre  for  the  History  of  Science,  Medicine  and  Technology  coordinates 
the  teaching  for  the  MSc  in  the  history  of  science,  medicine  or  technology,  as  well 
as  organising  discussion  meetings  and  symposia.  Details  of  the  formal  teaching 
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programme  are  available  through  the  Office  of  the  Academic  Unit  at  the  Wellcome 
Institute. 

Members  of  the  Academic  Unit  supervise  research  leading  to  the  MPhil,  PhD 
and  MD  degrees.  Each  year,  a  number  of  postdoctoral  research  fellows  are  based  at 
the  Wellcome  Institute.  These  research  fellows  come  from  the  UK  and  abroad  and 
are  supported  by  grants  from  the  Wellcome  Trust  and  other  funding  bodies.  Many 
established  scholars  from  all  over  the  world  also  spend  periods  of  sabbatical  leave 
working  at  the  Wellcome  Institute. 

As  part  of  its  wider  responsibilities  to  the  medical  and  academic  communities, 
the  Unit  also  runs  a  unique  series  of  symposia,  research  seminars  and  public  lectures. 
At  least  six  all-day  symposia  are  held  each  year  on  a  variety  of  themes,  which  have 
included  medicine  and  politics,  the  health  of  prisoners,  the  history  of  medical  educa- 
tion, and  the  history  of  tropical  medicine.  The  fortnightly  research  seminars  are 
organised  around  the  ongoing  research  interests  of  members  of  the  Unit  and  run 
for  either  one  or  two  academic  sessions.  Themes  have  included  the  history  of  psy- 
chiatry, the  history  of  medicine  in  London,  medical  lives  and  practice,  the  history 
of  the  nervous  system  and  medicine  in  the  early  modern  period.  On  alternate 
Wednesdays,  a  non-thematic  seminar  in  the  history  of  science  and  medicine  is 
held.  Another  fortnightly  seminar  series  explores  medicine,  science  and  technology  in 
Asian  cultures.  A  monthly  meeting  on  people  and  ideas  in  medical  history  is  devoted 
to  the  exploration  of  classic  monographs  and  articles  in  the  history  of  medicine  and 
medical  science.  In  all  these  activities,  speakers  are  drawn  from  staff  and  fellows  at 
the  Wellcome  Institute  and  from  scholars  in  the  UK  and  abroad.  Among  the  public 
lectures  is  the  Edward  and  Amalie  Kass  Lecture.  This  was  endowed  by  the  Kass  and 
Hecht  families  in  honour  of  the  late  Edward  and  Amalie  Kass,  the  biographers  of 
Thomas  Hodgkin,  whose  papers  are  housed  in  the  Wellcome  Institute's  Department 
of  Western  Manuscripts.  The  Unit  has  established  exchange  schemes  with  the  Institute  of 
the  History  of  Medicine,  Johns  Hopkins  University,  and  the  Department  of  History 
of  the  Health  Sciences,  University  of  California,  San  Francisco.  This  allows  faculty 
from  each  institution  periodically  to  spend  a  few  weeks  in  a  different  environment, 
with  mutual  benefit.  Members  of  the  Unit  are  active  in  their  own  researches,  which 
range  from  Galen  to  the  social  history  of  eighteenth-century  Britain,  from  medicine 
in  the  early  modern  period  to  medical  research  in  the  twentieth  century.  Full  lists  of 
publications  are  included  in  the  Wellcome  Institute's  Annual  Reports. 

The  Wellcome  Institute  regularly  circulates  details  of  its  academic  programme. 
Inclusion  on  the  mailing  list  may  be  obtained  by  writing  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Academic  Unit  at  the  Wellcome  Institute. 
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MEDICAL  ARCHIVES  AND  MANUSCRIPTS  SURVEY 


Since  1986  the  Wellcome  Institute  has  conducted  a  survey  of  archive  and  manu- 
script resources  relevant  to  the  history  of  medicine  in  the  British  Isles,  covering  the 
period  1600—1945.  It  is  intended  to  consolidate  this  work  into  a  publication  pro- 
viding information  for  historians  on  all  such  material  available  in  libraries  and 
other  institutions.  The  project  is  currently  undertaken  part-time  by  permanent 
members  of  the  Wellcome  Institute  staff.  Provisional  entries  are  available  for  con- 
sultation in  the  Library. 

PUBLICATIONS  OF  THE  WELLCOME  INSTITUTE 

The  Wellcome  Institute  is  responsible  for  two  quarterly  publications,  a  research  semi- 
nar series,  exhibition  catalogues,  and  a  series  of  booklets  describing  its  collections. 

The  two  periodicals  are  Medical  History  and  Current  Work  in  the  History  of 
Medicine.  Medical  History  is  the  leading  UK  journal  devoted  to  the  history  of 
medicine  and  related  sciences.  It  publishes  articles  and  book  reviews  from  scholars 
throughout  the  world.  There  is,  in  addition,  an  annual  hardback  supplement  to 
Medical  History,  available  separately;  these  supplements  consist  of  monographs  or 
collections  of  papers  on  aspects  of  the  history  of  medicine.  Current  Work  in  the 
History  of  Medicine  is  a  bibliographical  tool  produced  by  Library  staff.  Each  quar- 
terly issue  lists  some  1500  articles  on  the  history  of  medicine  in  all  major 
European  and  Oriental  languages.  Subscription  details  of  both  these  periodicals 
are  available  from  Professional  and  Scientific  Publications,  BMA  House, 
Tavistock  Square,  London  WC1H  9JR. 

Volumes  containing  selections  of  papers  given  at  each  of  the  Wellcome 
Institute's  research  seminars  have  already  appeared  or  are  in  preparation.  About 
half  of  the  symposia  have  generated  books  edited  by  members  of  the  Academic 
Unit.  Several  of  these  form  part  of  the  Wellcome  Institute  Series  in  the  History  of 
Medicine,  formerly  published  by  Routledge  and  now  by  Rodopi.  The  tradition  of 
scholarly  exhibition  catalogues  dates  back  to  1913. 

Catalogues 

In  order  to  make  the  riches  of  the  Wellcome  Institute's  collections  more  widely 
known,  members  of  the  staff  have  long  been  engaged  in  producing  volumes 
describing  its  holdings.  The  following  have  so  far  been  published  and,  unless  other- 
wise indicated,  are  available  from  the  Wellcome  Institute. 
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A  catalogue  of  incunabula,  by  F  N  L  Poynter,  Oxford  University  Press,  1954  (out 
of  print) 

A  catalogue  of  printed  books 

Vol.  I:  Books  printed  before  1641,  edited  by  F  N  L  Poynter,  1962 
(out  of  print) 

Vol.  II:  Books  printed  from  1641  to  1850,  A-E,  compiled  by 
H  R  Denham,  1966  (out  of  print) 

Vol.  Ill:  Books  printed  from  1641  to  1850,  F—L,  compiled  by 
H  R  Denham,  1976 

Vol.  IV:  Books  printed  from  1641  to  1850,  M-R,  compiled  by 

H  R  Denham  and  H  J  M  Symons  (in  preparation) 
Catalogue  of  western  manuscripts  on  medicine  and  science,  by  S  A  J  Moorat 

Vol  I:  Manuscripts  written  before  AD  1650,  1962 

Vol.  II:  Manuscripts  written  after  AD  1650  (two  volumes),  1973 

A  catalogue  of  Arabic  manuscripts  on  medicine  and  science,  by  A  Z  Iskandar,  1967 

Portraits  of  doctors  and  scientists,  by  R  Burgess,  1973 

An  annotated  catalogue  of  medical  Americana,  by  R  M  Price,  1983 

A  handlist  of  the  Sanskrit  and  Prakrit  manuscripts  (Vol.  I),  by  D  Wujastyk,  1985 
(Vol.  II  in  preparation) 

A  descriptive  and  analytical  catalogue  of  Persian  manuscripts,  by  F  Keshavarz,  1986 

A  catalogue  of  Tibetan  manuscripts  and  xylographs,  and  catalogue  of  thankas,  banners 
and  other  paintings  and  drawings,  by  M  Winder,  1989 

A  catalogue  of  Chinese  books  and  manuscripts,  by  H  Walravens  (in  press) 

The  Hunterian  Society:  a  catalogue  of  its  records  and  collections  relating  to  John 
Hunter  and  the  Hunterian  tradition,  by  R  Palmer  and  J  Taylor,  1990  (includes 
catalogue  of  Western  MSS  5520-5624) 

Guide  to  the  Contemporary  Medical  Archives  Centre,  by  J  Sheppard  and  L  Hall,  1991 
Sonographic  Collections  Videodisc:  reference  file,  1 992 

The  card  subject  catalogue  of  the  Library,  which  includes  the  cumulation  of 
Current  Work  in  the  History  of  Medicine  from  1954  to  1977,  was  published  in  18 
volumes  in  1980  by  Kraus  International  Publications  (out  of  print) 
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Descriptive  Booklets 

The  Oriental  Collections,  by  N  Allan,  1984  (out  of  print) 

The  South  Asian  Collections  (2nd  edition),  by  D  Wujastyk,  1988 

The  American  Collections,  by  R  Price,  1986 

The  Contemporary  Medical  Archives  Centre,  by  J  Sheppard,  1987 

The  Iconographic  Collections,  by  W  Schupbach,  1989 

The  Wellcome  Institute:  a  short  history,  by  J  Symons,  1993  (in  press) 

Recent  Exhibition  Catalogues 

High  matter,  dark  language:  the  philosophy  of  Robert  Fludd,  1984 
Morbid  cravings:  the  emergence  of  addiction,  1984 

Books  from  the  Library  of  the  Medical  Society  of  London,  by  J  Symons,  1985 

The  pest  anatomized,  five  centuries  of  plague  in  Western  Europe,  by  R  Palmer,  1 985 
(out  of  print) 

Islamic  science:  crossroad  of  cultures,  by  N  Allan,  1985 
Huguenots  in  the  medical  world,  by  J  Symons,  1985 
Body  and  mind  in  Tibetan  medicine,  by  M  Winder,  1986 
A  vision  of  history,  1986 

No  laughing  matter:  historical  aspects  of  anaesthesia,  by  C  and  G  Lawrence,  1987 
A  mirror  for  medicine,  1987 

Health  for  all:   The  origins  of  the  National  Health  Service  1848—1948:  a  fortieth 
anniversary  retrospect,  by  L  Granshaw,  1988 

Hygieia's  handmaids:  women,  health  and  healing,  by  L  Hall,  1988 

'The  solid  nucleus  and  its  gaseous  wrappings '.  Historical  aspects  of  teaching 
physiology,  by  T  Tansey,  1989 

A  mirror  for  medicine  II,  1989 

Picturing  the  body:  five  centuries  of  medical  images,  by  K  Arnold,  1 993 

Ever  the  twain  shall  meet:  the  interaction  of  medical  science,  East  and  West,  by  N  Allan,  1993 
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Medical  History  Supplements 

1.  Theories  of  fever  from  Antiquity  to  the  Enlightenment,  edited  by 
W  Bynum  and  V  Nutton,  1981 

2.  The  paradox  of  Rembrandt's  'Anatomy  ofDr  Tulp  \  by  W  Schupbach,  1982 

3.  A  study  of  the  English  apothecary  from  1660  to  1760,  by  J  Burnby,  1983 

4.  Xavier  Bichat  and  the  medical  theory  of  the  eighteenth  century,  by 
EHaigh,  1984 

5.  The  emergence  of  modern  cardiology,  edited  by  W  Bynum,  C  Lawrence  and 
V  Nutton,  1985 

6.  The  library  ofDr  John  Webster:  the  making  of  a  seventeenth-century 
radical,  by  P  Elmer,  1986 

7.  A  medical  student  at  St  Thomas's  Hospital  1801-1802.  The  Weekes 
family  letters,  edited  by  J  Ford,  1987 

8.  Brunonianism  in  Britain  and  Europe,  edited  by  W  Bynum  and  R  Porter,  1988 

9.  A  tale  of  three  cities:  the  correspondence  of  William  Sharpey  and  Allen  Thomson, 
edited  by  S  Jacyna,  1989 

10.  The  medical  history  of  waters  and  spas,  edited  by  R  Porter,  1990 

1 1 .  Living  and  dying  in  London,  edited  by  R  Porter  and  W  Bynum,  1991 

12.  The  autobiography  of  Edward  Jarvis  ( 1803-1884),  edited  by  R  Davico,  1992 

13.  The  medical  casebook  of  William  Brownrigg,  MD,  FRS  (1712-1800)  of  the 
town  of  Whitehaven  in  Cumbria,  edited  by  J  Yell  and  J  Ward  (in  press) 

14.  The  casebooks  of  John  Snow,  edited  by  R  Ellis  (in  preparation) 
Miscellaneous  Publications 

Galen:  problems  and  prospects,  edited  by  V  Nutton,  1981 
Publications  by  Members  of  Staff 

Full  lists  are  to  be  found  in  the  Wellcome  Institute's  published  Annual  Reports  for 
the  years  1982/83  onwards. 
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STAFF  OF  THE  WELLCOME  INSTITUTE  FOR 
THE  HISTORY  OF  MEDICINE 

LIBRARIAN 

Eric  Freeman  BA,  ALA 

DEPUTY  LIBRARIAN 

Robin  Price  MA,  ALA 

(American  Collections) 

LIBRARY  STAFF 

Early  Printed  Books 
John  Symons  MA,  ALA 
Gerald  Beasley  MA 

Bibliographic  Services  and  Modern  Medicine 
Jeannette  Lake  BA,  ALA 
Paul  Davey  BA,  ALA 
Cathy  Doggrell  BA 

Reader  Services  and  Historical  Collection 
Brenda  Sutton  BA,  DipLib 

Western  Manuscripts 
Richard  Aspin  BA,  PhD,  DipArchAdmin 

Oriental  Manuscripts  and  Printed  Books 
Nigel  Allan  MA,  PhD,  ALA 
Dominik  Wujastyk  BSc,  MA,  DPhil 

Iconographic  Collections 
William  Schupbach  MA 
David  Brady  MA 
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Contemporary  Medical  Archives  Centre 
Julia  Sheppard  BA,  DipArchAdmin 

Lesley  Hall  BA,  PhD,  DipArchAdmin 
Shirley  Dixon  BA,  DipArchAdmin 
Isobel  Hunter  BA,  DipArchAdmin 

Conservation  Department 
Tony  Bish  FTC,  ACC 

Barbara  Luff 
Ann  Spreadbury  CAC 
Ken  Arnold  BA,  PhD  (Exhibitions  Officer) 

Academic  Unit 

ProfcssorWM&m  Bynum  MA,  MD,  PhD,  MRCP 
(Head  of  Unit) 
David  Allen  MA,  PhD 

(Life  Sciences) 
Janet  Browne  MA,  PhD 

(Life  Sciences) 
Lawrence  Conrad  PhD 

(Islamic  Medicine) 
Anne  Hardy  MA,  DPhil 
(Twentieth-Century  Medicine) 
Stephen  Jacyna  MA,  PhD 
(Neurosciences  and  Historiography) 
Christopher  Lawrence  MB,  ChB,  PhD 
( Clinical  Medicine) 
Michael  Neve  MA,  PhD 
(Human  Biology) 
Professor Vivian  Nutton  MA,  PhD 
( Classical  Medicine) 
Professor  Roy  Porter  MA,  PhD 
(Social  History  of  Medicine) 
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Elizabeth  (Tilli)  Tansey  BSc,  PhD 
(Modern  Medical  Science) 
Andrew  Wear  BA,  MSc,  PhD 
(Early  Modern  Medicine) 

ASSISTANT  EDITOR, 
MEDICAL  HISTORY 

Caroline  Tonson-Rye  BA 

ADMINISTRATIVE  ASSISTANT 

Philomena  Gibbons  BA 

SECRETARIES 

Frieda  Houser  (Academic  Unit) 
Sally  Bragg  (Professor  Bynum) 
Anne  Van  der  Spelt  (Mr  Freeman) 
Jan  Pinkerton  (Mr  Price) 
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DIRECTORS  OF  THE  WELLCOME  HISTORICAL  MEDICAL  MUSEUM  AND 
OF  THE  WELLCOME  INSTITUTE  FOR  THE  HISTORY  OF  MEDICINE 


1913-1936  Sir  Henry  S  Wellcome,  LLD,  DSc,  FRS 

(Founder  and  Director) 

1913-1925  C  J  S  Thompson,  MBE,  PhD,  MPS  (Curator) 

1925-1934  L  W  G  Malcolm,  MSc,  PhD,  FRSE  (Conservator) 

1934-1947  P  J  Johnston-Saint,  MA,  FRSE  (Conservator) 

1941-1945  S  H  Daukes,  OBE,  MD 

1946-1964  E  A  Underwood,  MD,  FRCP 

1964-1973  F  N  L  Poynter,  BA,  PhD,  Hon  MD,  FLA 

1973-1979  E  Clarke,  MD,  FRCP 

1980-  1981  Prof.  A  R  Hall,  MA,  LittD,  FBA  (Chairman) 

1981-  1983  P  O  Williams,  MB,  FRCP 

1983-1987  Prof.  Sir  William  Paton,  CBE,  DM,  FRCP,  FRS 

1 988-  E  J  Freeman,  BA,  ALA 


LIBRARIANS 

1900-1913  CJ  S  Thompson,  PhD,  MPS 

1913-1918  T  W  Huck,  FLA 

1919-1921  C  C  Barnard,  MLA 

1921-1925  W  R  B  Prideaux,  BA,  FLA 

1925-1931  CR  Hewitt,  FLA 

1932-1946  S  A  J  Moorat,  MA,  DipLib 

1946-1953  WJ  Bishop,  FLA 

1954_1964  F  N  L  Poynter,  BA,  PhD,  FLA 

1 964-1 973  E  Gaskell,  BA,  ALA 

1 973-  E  J  Freeman,  BA,  ALA 
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LIBRARY  RULES 


The  Library  is  open  from  9.45  a.m.  to  5.15  p.m.  on  Monday,  Wednesday, 
and  Friday  and  from  9.45  a.m.  to  7.15  p.m.  on  Tuesday  and  Thursday, 
excluding  public  holidays  and  the  Christmas/New  Year  holiday.  The  Librarian 
reserves  the  right  to  refuse  admittance. 

Library  facilities  are  available  without  charge  to  bona  fide  students  at  the 
discretion  of  the  Librarian. 

Access  to  certain  collections  may  be  subject  to  special  conditions  and  arrange- 
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